8:55-09:00

International lifelong learning symposium 2026

Registration

09:00-09:25

Welcome and introduction session

9:25 - 9:30

09:30-10:10

Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE and Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Transition period

25-min

5-min

Parallel Session 1 - Workshops

Room 1
Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Workshop 1.1

From experience to identity: Can transformational learning shape lifelong
practice?
Dr Pamela Donaghy, University of Manchester / Lloyds Clinical

Room 2
Chair: Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Workshop 1.2

Coaching the “self”’: From reflection to reflexivity in values discovery
Dr Winnie Sin Wai PUI and Dr Elly Tai, University of Cambridge

10:10-10:25

10:25-10:55

10:55 - 11:00

Break
Keynote

Leila Guerra, Associate Vice President (Education), London School of Economics and Political Science

40-min

15-min

30-min

Transition period

11:00-11:40

Parallel Session 2 - Oral Presentations

Room 1
Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Oral presentation 2.1a

Towards a Unified Digital Engineering Ecosystem for Australia
Dr Kumudu Amarawardhana and Professor Sondoss El Sawah, UNSW Canberra

Reframing awarding gaps as lifelong learning barriers: A department-wide,
data-informed approach to structural change
Dr Emma Ransome, Birmingham City University

Oral presentation 2.1b Oral presentation 2.2b

Room 2
Chair: Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Oral presentation 2.2a

Beyond the technical: Integrating professional practice and lifelong
learning in the Al era
Dr Shokry Abdelaal, EISayed Abd-Elaal, Abdullatif Diaby, Elizabeth Smith and
Amand Janssen, Adelaide University

Artificial Intelligence and digital platforms in lifelong learning:
Opportunities and risks for higher education in the UK and globally
Dr Inga Olari, Regent College London

11:40 - 11:45

40-min

Transition period

11:45-12:15

5-min

Session 3

Room

1

Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Thunderbolts / lightning talks

3.1a

3.1b

3.1c

12:15-13:10

“Who is the digital university designed for? Student experience as a lens on future technology strategy”, Tamudaishe Siringwani, Cambridge Early Learning
Innovation Network

The human side of upskilling: Why police officers’ real-time learning matters, Abigail Salter, The Open University

Study skill workshops to enhance belonging and progression in an access framework, Isabella Henman, The Open University

30-min

Lunch

13:10-13:50

55-min

Parallel Session 4 - Workshop

Room 1
Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Workshop 4.1

Designing lifelong learning for the creative economy: A 3-pillar model linking
industry, identity and community
Dr Ana Roncha and Kirsty Nevett, University of the Arts London

13:50-13:55

Room 2
Chair: Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Workshop 4.2

Future tense: Tension mapping as a foresight tool for higher education
promotional abstract
Dr Natasha Lawlor-Morrison and Crystal Tsay, University of Greenwich and
Alexander Kofinas and Maria Jerez Jerez, University of Bedfordshire and
Candice Chow, McMater University Canada and Jan Klakurka, Heron
University college Canada

40-min

Transition period

13:55-14:35

Parallel Session 5-0
Room 1
Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Oral presentation 5.1a

One policy, many real lives: Redesigning curriculum, assessment and
belonging for lifelong learning
Professor Harriet Dunbar-Morris, University of Oxford

5-min

ral Presentations
Room 2
Chair: Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Oral presentation 5.2a

Enhancing learning through teamwork in acute non-invasive ventilation:
Adapting established training for sustainable multidisciplinary workforce
development in a healthcare setting
Dr Nicola Bowman, Marianna Amatuni, Aisling O'Donoghue and Dr Lola
Loewenthal, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust

Oral presentation 5.1b Oral presentation 5.2b

Scaling lifelong learning: An original strategy for flexible professional
development and curricular integration
Dr Connie Mitchell, Prince Sultan University

14:35-14:50

Integrating ‘real-world’ experiences to assessments: Thematic exploration
of assessment content presented by health and social care students
Dr Gayani Gamage, Regent College London

40-min

Break

14:50-15:30

15-min

Parallel Session 6 - Oral Presentations

Room 1
Chair: Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

Oral presentation 6.1a

UA92 techfest: Designing practice-based learning for lifelong employability
Ngozi Nneke, University Academy 92

Designing for diverse learners: A pedagogical evaluation of four pilot lifelong
learning courses
Dr Jenni Barrett, University of Lancashire

15:30-15:35

Oral presentation 6.1b Oral presentation 6.2b

Room 2
Chair: Rachel Witton, Advance HE

Oral presentation 6.2a

Professional qualifications as lifelong learning: Strengthening higher
education curricula
Professor Ghada EI-Mahdy, Housing and Building National Research Center -
HBRC

Designing contextualised lifelong learning offers across borders
Thuraya El Kozeh, Regent European University

40-min

Transition period

15:35 - 15:45

5-min

Closing Comments and Reflections
Fiona Lennoxsmith, Advance HE

10-min




